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I've installed pdf-tools through MELPA, and it works like a charm. Funnily, and as is documented in the readme, the command pdf-tools-install needs to be run each time if you want pdf-tools to be enabled; (require 'pdf-tools) is not enough (the use of the word "install" in the command name is a little bit misleading). The only thing is, it takes 12 seconds or so to run pdf-tools-install from my init.el file (clocked using esup). 


So what I've done is the following:


(with-eval-after-load 'tex
  (pdf-tools-install)
  (setq TeX-view-program-selection '((output-pdf "pdf-tools")))
  (setq TeX-view-program-list '(("pdf-tools" "TeX-pdf-tools-sync-view"))))



which allows it to only load when I'm in tex mode, which is nice. But it still means it takes an extra 12 seconds to load any tex file I want to work on, if I haven't loaded it in my current emacs session. 


Call me impatient, but I literally moved to emacs from a more bloated editor in order to reduce startup times!! Is there any reason anyone can think of why it's taking so long to load pdf-tools-install, and a solution? Thanks in advance!


EDIT: Because of discussions following this issue, I replaced pdf-tools-install with (require 'pdf-tools) in my init.el just to make sure that pdf-tools-install is indeed required, and it seems that it is. Using (require 'pdf-tools) does not properly initiate pdf-tools, and pdfs are displayed using the normal DocView mode, rather than pdf-tools' PDFView mode.
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                You only need to install pdf-tools once, not every time you open a tex file.
                
                
– Dan
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                @Dan, with (require 'pdf-tools), startup time is still about 12 seconds, and fails to work; auctex reverts to docview.
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Try setting the variable pdf-view-use-unicode-ligther to nil, according to the doc it speeds up the loading on systems where looking for the unicode symbols used in the mode line (âŽ™ and ðŸŒ™) takes a long time.
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                Amazing! That works perfectly. Thanks!
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After having pdf-tools installed (just once), put the following in your init file:


(add-hook 'doc-view-mode-hook 'pdf-tools-install) 


    

    
        
            
            
                




    

        
            Share
        



                    
                        Improve this answer
                    


                
                    
                        Follow
                    
                







    

    



            

            

    
        
            edited Dec 29, 2017 at 0:00
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Drew
        
            77.2k1010 gold badges114114 silver badges243243 bronze badges
        

    



            



            
                
    
        
            answered Dec 28, 2017 at 23:07
        

        
    

    
        

    

    
        Konrad PodczeckKonrad Podczeck
        
            3111 bronze badge
        

    





            

        

        
    
    

    






             
    
        
            

	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    





                        
                            
                                
                                
                                
                                
                                    Your Answer
                                

                                    







        
            
                

                
                    
                        
                    

                    

                

            

        


    
    
        Thanks for contributing an answer to Emacs Stack Exchange!
	Please be sure to answer the question. Provide details and share your research!

But avoid â€¦
	Asking for help, clarification, or responding to other answers.
	Making statements based on opinion; back them up with references or personal experience.

To learn more, see our tips on writing great answers.

    

    
        
    




    
        Draft saved

        Draft discarded

    



            

            


        
            
            
        






                                
                                                
                
                    
                        Sign up or log in

                        
                        
                             Sign up using Google
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Facebook
                        

                        
                             Sign up using Email and Password
                        

                    

                    
                    
                    Submit
                    
                                Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


                    

                

            

            
            
                        Post as a guest

            
                
                    Name
                    
                        
                    

                

            

            
                
                    
                        
                            Email
                            Required, but never shown

                        

                    

                    
                        
                    

                

            


            


                                


                                    
                                        
                                            Post Your Answer
                                        
                                        
                                            Discard
                                        
                                            
                                                By clicking â€œPost Your Answerâ€�, you agree to our terms of service and acknowledge you have read our privacy policy.
                                            

                                    

                                    

                            



                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	init-file
	start-up
	pdf-tools

 or ask your own question.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            4

                        
                        emacs -nw -q takes long time
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Error on pdf-tools installation
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        Is it normal for a package to request [sudo] in order to install a package? (this case pdf-tools) concerned about password integrity
                    

                    
                        
                            3

                        
                        pdf-tools latex annotations render in pdf
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        How to associate pdf file extension with pdf-tools?
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Windows pdf-tools-install no such program: autoreconf
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        How to input in pdf forms with pdf-tools?
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Devastated- Ribble R872 Ultegra damage to rear dropout
                

            
	
                

                    Why does it appear that God punishes Syria in Amos 1 for attacking Israel, even though he previously caused them to attack Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    Why should I use 多く instead of 多い in the sentence: 留学生はアジア人が多く
                

            
	
                

                    How can I make this table?
                

            
	
                

                    What makes the Golan Heights a geopolitical region and strategically important for Israel?
                

            
	
                

                    Rocket attached to a pendulum. How is energy conserved?
                

            
	
                

                    Copy and delete Pathlib.Path
                

            
	
                

                    What to do about overhead lights when taking headshots?
                

            
	
                

                    Has Russia clarified what crimes it charges against the judges of the ICC?
                

            
	
                

                    30°F / -1°C sleeping bag vs a 50°F / 10°C sleeping bag whilst wearing layers
                

            
	
                

                    How can I stop my dog from constantly pulling on the leash?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    One-Dimensional Pinball
                

            
	
                

                    Setup RAID-1 in Kickstart file with 1 Disk
                

            
	
                

                    How to remove the smell of bicarbonate of soda?
                

            
	
                

                    What event, short of a war or apocalypse, could cause social and technological regress?
                

            
	
                

                    Received a verbal offer via videoconferencing - how long to wait for initial written offer?
                

            
	
                

                    Why does microtype affect the spacing of custom sections when using titlesec?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it acceptable to abbreviate “Foxtrot” to “Fox”?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    Bi weekly salaried question!
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    








                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Emacs

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.8.5960
                

            

        


    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    